
Aryana F Productions

Presents

MYSTIC IRAN: THE UNSEEN WORLD

“Mystic Iran” is a documentary about a modern woman’s life-changing journey deep into the heart of her native Iran, in search of spiritual rites and rituals hidden for centuries. 

Producer/ Director
Aryana Farshad

Written by
Aryana Farshad



Janelle Balnicke

Narrator 
Shohreh Aghdashloo 

Academy Award Nominee, Best supporting actress for “The House of Sand and Fog” 


Composer
Ahmad Pejman

Cinematographer
Morteza Poursamadi

Editor
                                                              
Aryana Farshad


    
Beth Spiegel

Associate Producer
Pamilla Parker Mosher

Running Time: 

52:00

Year completed:

November 2002

Format:


Betacam SP-NTSC or PAL 

Original Language:

English

Country of Production: 
Iran

Reviews:

An exemplary documentary... a beautiful, stirring film.

 


Kevin Thomas, Staff writer. Los Angeles Times, May 9, 2003

This film is astonishing in how deeply it penetrates the soul of the people. It uncovers those deep strata of culture, which reveal the common roots of humanity.






Alexander Tsipko, Literatura Gazette. Moscow

"Mystic Iran" is a stunning look at a culture few westerners understand.   I was so moved by the program, I took it home so I could share it with my children.  

Mare Mazer, Vice President of Programming KCET Television, PBS

One of the best documentary films that I’ve ever seen to this day. A mesmerizing and capturing style of storytelling and images. As a Kurd, I've discovered insights about the Kurdish people that were unknown to me. 

        Bahman Ghobadi. Director, "A Time For Drunken Horses"

Winner, Camera D’or. Cannes Film Festival  

Mystic Iran: The Unseen World, a powerful documentary -- an especially mesmerizing look at the mystical rites of Kurdish dervishes whose feverish chanting and dancing take them to an elevated state of religious consciousness. 

Michael Mills. New Times. London 

...This look at the officially frowned on and therefore unacknowledged persistence of mysticism and shamanism in the Islamic Republic is rather fascinating, not only because it offers a brief, simple, but lucid explanation of the nature and all-important legacy of Zoroastrianism, but also because it includes fine footage of believers going into trance.   Illuminating. 

Geoff Andrew, Sr. Film Editor. Time Out, London.  February 11, 2004
" What I saw was a great surprise for me. A revelation. I felt everyone should see this film and the director should be truly honored for creating such a meaningful and beautiful documentary."








Azam Nemati. iranian.com





MEDIA COVERAGE:

PBS. KCET. “Life & Times”. Interview with Val Zavala. 

NBC. Miami. Florida

BBC WORLD NEWS RADIO. Montreal, New York & London radio interviews and coverage.

KPFK Public Radio. “Inner Vision”. Interview Michael Benner,

KPFK Public Radio. Global Village.

KIRN 670 Radio. Multiple Interviews 

LA TIMES. Kevin Thomas. 

New York Press. New York.

Time Out, London.  Geoff Andrew, Sr. Film Editor. 

New Times. London. Michael Mills. 
New Times. Miami. Florida
New City. Chicago
City Link. Fort Lauderdale. Florida
Screening Events and Participations: 

“His Royal Highness Prince Charles; Prince of Wales”.  London. June 18, 2004   

Aryana was invited by the office of Prince Charles to meet at his summer resident at “Highgrove Castle”.  Prince Charles is a passionate supporter of Mystic Iran and Aryana’s work. . 

“Parliament of the Religions of the World”. Barcelona. July 2004                       Keynote speakers: HH Dalai Lama, Deepak Chopra and Noble peace prize winner, Shirin Ebadi.  

Montreal World Film Festival. Canadian Premier. 2003 
Documentaries of the World. 


Fort Lauderdale International Film Festival. Florida, USA. 2003
International Documentary 


Tiburon International Film festival. 2004. 
International Documentary 


Cinema Paradise International Film Festival.  Hawaiian Premiere. 2003

Los Angeles County Museum of Art. World Premiere, May 10, 2003

Leo S. Bing Theater.  Shown in conjunction with Legacy of Genghis Khan exhibition.

Brunei Gallery Museums. London Premier. 2004
Sponsored by: Iranian Heritage Foundation, London Middle East Institute & Temenos Academy. 


Asia Society. New York Premier. 2003 
Sponsored by: Women in Film and Television/NY, Academy of Television Arts and Sciences & Asia Society Museums 
 

“Riverside Studios”. Theatrical release. London. July 2004

 Los Angeles County Museum of Art. Leo S. Bing Theater. Saturday, May 17
Panel discussion on displacement and creativity with five prominent Iranian-American artists. 

Los Angeles County Museum of Art. California. Sneak preview. 2003 
Sponsored by: Women in Film International/LA & Los Angeles County Museum of 
“Agape International Spiritual Center”. Los Angeles. August 2004
The Gene Siskel Film Center.  Chicago premier. 2003
Fox Theater. London. March 2004. Sponsored by: New Producers Alliance. 

The Fifth Biennial Conference on Iranian Studies. Washington. May 2004
 Keynote speaker: Noble peace prize winner, Shirin Ebadi                                                                                           

University of Southern California. 2004. Sponsored by: Women's Day USA & University of Southern California. 
 
 Art Center College of Design. Film Department. Los Angeles. March 29, 2004 

MYSTIC IRAN – THE UNSEEN WORLD

Film Synopsis

In 2000, Iranian-American filmmaker Aryana Farshad embarked on a life-changing journey in search of ancient spiritual rites and rituals long hidden from the Western World.  “Mystic Iran” is the record of that journey and an invitation for the viewer to join her on a one-hour pilgrimage deep into the heart of the land known for thousands of years as Persia.  It is a journey that breaks through the stereotypes of the Islamic culture to search for the legacy of Cyrus the Great who issued the first proclamation of religious freedom in the world.  More than 2500 years later, “Mystic Iran” reaches out to people everywhere who wish to understand the deep roots of spiritual transformation and equality that form the heritage of Persian culture.

From the women’s chamber of the Great Mosque, opened for the first time to the outside world, to the fire rituals held in the remote temple-caves in the land of Zarathustra, to the sacred dance of the Dervishes, filmmaker Aryana Farshad takes you on a mesmerizing and healing journey, behind closed doors and far beyond the ordinary, to reveal the mystic roots of this ancient land.
 

Biography: 

Aryana Farshad.  Writer, Producer, Director, Editor
The Persian-born filmmaker began her higher education in Paris, majoring in French Literature at La Sorbonne, prior to receiving her degree from L’ Institut Des Hautes

Etudes Cinematographiques  in  Film Production and Editing.  She started work as a documentary editor in France, continuing in Iran, where she received the ABU Award for editing THE EMIGRANT BIRDS and worked with major award-winning Iranian and European filmmakers, including the two times Oscar winner French director, Albert Lamorisse. 

She was also Associate Professor at the Institute of Film and Television Higher Studies in Tehran where she taught Montage de Film

In 1978, Ms. Farshad moved to the United States and continued film studies at U.S.C. She joined the Editors Guild of America  (I.A.T.S.E ) and worked in post-production at major studios, including MGM and Columbia Pictures, while developing her own documentary projects.

MYSTIC IRAN: THE UNSEEN WORLD is Aryana Farshad’s first full-length documentary.  It premiered in 2003 at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art and has been praised at Festival des Films du Monde de Montreal, The Gene Siskel Film Center in Chicago, Fort Lauderdale International Film Festival, Cinema Paradise Film Festival in Hawaii, and the Asia Society in New York City. Its recent sell-out London premiere at the Brunei Gallery, SOAS was sponsored by the Iran Heritage Foundation, Temenos Academy and the London Middle East Institute.  Planet Pictures, the distributor, has successfully negotiated primetime broadcast of the film on a number of PBS-affiliate stations in the US.

Jury & Awards:

InFACT Selection Committee for Documentary films Oscar admission. 2004

International Documentary Association. 

A.C.E AWARD. Member of Jury for the best documentary editing. 1996, 97, 98.
Tehran International Film Festival. Jury and film selection committee 

Sepass Film Festival. Jury and film selection committee

ABU Award. Editing award for “Immigrant Birds”, a documentary film.

Aryana Farshad is currently in pre-preparation for her new feature length documentary project, “Wings of Love”. 

Ms. Farshad is an U.S. citizen living in Los Angeles, CA. She is fluent in English, French and Farsi.  

Shohreh Aghdashloo. Narrator

Academy Award nominee for her performance in “The House of Sand and Fog”, Shohreh Aghdashloo has been a major Iranian stage and screen star for many years, both in Iran and at international level. Born in, she began her acting career on stage with numerous leading roles. By 1975, she was offered the lead role in the movie “Wind of Chest” directed by F. Aslani, followed by The Report, by renowned Iranian director Abbass Kiarostami, which won the Moscow Film Festival Critic’s Award. In 1997, she won acclaims for her award-winning lead role in Broken Hearts, a film be the late legendary Iranian director Ali Hatami. 

Ms. Aghdashloo left Iran during the 1978 Islamic Revolution. Her continuing acting career on stage and in movies brought her to Los Angeles. In 1987, she married the very talented Iranian playwright/actor Houshang Touzie. Mr. Touzie wrote leading roles for Ms. Aghdashloo with performances in many successful plays, taking them to national and international stages for the Iranian community.

Ms. Aghdashloo starred in many movies including “Hotel Astoria,” critically acclaimed “Maryam,” “Possessed” and “The Pulse,” by the very accomplished Iranian visual artist Shirin Neshat. “Mystic Iran, The Unseen World” is her first major English language narration. 
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